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ACTION VOE-OO 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 FBIE-00 INSE-00 

NSAE-00 /023 W 

046893 

R 040948Z OCT 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9869 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 6698 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CVIS SY LE 

SUBJECT: VISA PROCESSING AT DAMASCUS - STATUS REPORT 
REF: DAMASCUS 6247 (NOTAL) 

1 . IV OPERATIONS - 662 IVS ISSUED DAMASCUS IN SEPTEMBER. THREE 
REFUSALS INCLUDED TWO ON MEDICAL GROUNDS. VAST MAJORITY OF 
APPLICANTS REPRESENT BEIRUT BASES, ALL WHICH CONTINUE TO BE 
EXPEDITED. ALL APPLICANTS WHO HAVE REPORTED SELVES QUALIFIED 
UP TO OCTOBER 1 HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED FOR FINAL ACTION BY OCTOBER 
30. 

2. NIVS - WORKLOAD FOR SEPTEMBER WAS 960 OF WHICH ABOUT 70 
PERCENT WERE LEBANESE CITIZENS. REFUSAL RATE ABOUT 17 PERCENT. 

3. APPLICANTS HAVE CONTINUED ARRIVE FROM ALL PARTS OF LEBANON 
INCLUDING WEST BEIRUT AND TRIPOLI, BUT WE HAVE NOTICED IN PAST 

TWO WEEKS PARTICULARLY LARGE PROPORTION FROM ZAHLEH AREA IN BEKAA, 
ADJACENT TO SYRIAN BORDER, FOR WHOM ACCESS TO SYRIA IS NOW 
RELATIVELY EASY. 

4. IV ISSUANCE RATE HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED OVER AUGUST. 

NIV WORKLOAD DOWN ABOUT 20 PERCENT FROM AUGUST, BUT STILL 
FOUR TIMES AVERAGE DAMASCUS DEMAND IN MONTHS PRIOR TO 
SUSPENSION BEIRUT VISA SERVICES. BELIEVE IT PREMATURE TO 
EXPECT FURTHER SIGNIFICANT DECREASE NIV WORKLOAD IN 
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SITUATIOSHSSEASONAL CYCLE WITH PEAK SUMMER DEMAND 
MAY BE APPARENT, HOWEVER. 

5. DAMASCUS VISACJEPTEMBER ACCOMPLISHED BY 

CONSULAR SECTION WHICH NUMBERED 6 FSLS AT START OF MONTH, 
ONE OF WHOM OCCPIED FULL TIME WITH AMERICAN SERVICES WORK, 
BUT LOCAL STAFF HAD BEEN INCREASED TO 8 FSLS BY MID- 
SEPTEMBER. CONSULAR OFFICERS NUMBERED TWO DURING ENTIRE 
MONTH. CONSIDERABLE OVERTIME WAS OF COURSE NECESSARY BY 
BOTH AMERICAN AND LOCAL STAFF, AND ANNUAL LEAVE WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE. 

6. THIRD CONSULAR OFFICER SCHEDULED ARRIVE OCTOBER 6. 
MURPHY 
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